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Olivier Mosset, Untitled (blue / purple / blue), 2008

197 x 1773 x 4.5 cm, acrylic on canvas

« Une fourmi de dix-huit métres [...] ¢ca n'existe pas » — Robert Desnos

(engl. « An eighteen-metre ant [...] doesn't exist »)

Olivier Mosset, born in 1944 in Bern, once a member of the famous BMPT group with Daniel Buren, Niele Toroni
and Michel Parmentier, who sought to democratize art through radical procedures of deskilling, implying that the
art object was more important than its authorship, is nowadays widely recognized for his conducting of research
into the future of painting through geometrical abstraction and monochromes. Living between two continents
since 1977, Mosset remains one of the few artists in Europe that is involved in the French, Swiss and American
artistic and critical contexts.

Dating from 2008, the extremely large format acrylic canvas Untitled (blue / purple / blue), measuring
197 x 1773 cm and consisting of a group of three panels, each 2 x 6 meters and covered with blue and purple
colour, does not represent a break with his early work, but should be regarded as a re-start, a re-presentation
or even a re-production that continues his quest for blurring the margins of art.

When we asked Olivier Mosset about the story behind this large format canvas he answered: “There is no
story, but it was made and shown in China. Then Mosset reveals: “In fact, the story of China was that | met this
gentlemen and they had this gallery that was pretty big and someone said: ‘Olivier, you have done 6 meter high
monochromes in blue / yellow and pink / purple, you should do something like that’. And that's how the story
started. | reversed what was done with those first 6 meters monochromes and showed yellow / pink and blue /
purple monochromes on three walls in the gallery. In another space, | placed Untitled (blue / purple / blue) and
because this room didn't have the same height, | put them in length — that's the story.

This immense monochromatic canvas of 18 meters in length reconsiders the intellectual property of his
early monochromes. In a way, Untitled (blue / purple / blue) is like a huge blow-up of a coloured variation of his
ample monochromatic canvases he painted in the early ‘80s or of the large-sized panels he showed in 1990 at
the Swiss Pavilion for the 44th edition of the Venice Biennale. Accordingly, Mosset explains the development of
his large-format monochromes: “The first monochromes were 3 x 6 meters with red stripes on a red background
because | knew | was exhibiting at the Paris Biennale. And once | did an exhibition in Lyon, we showed 2 x 6
meters monochromes but placed on top of each other, so the whole measured 4 x 6 meters. Someone told me
that these canvases were large but when | was invited to the Venice Biennale at the Swiss Pavilion | said to myself
that | could try to do really large format canvases and there | made for the first time really large monochromes.”.

Divided into three equally sized canvases, stretched along the wall on 18 meters and offering a notably
rigid contrast in geometry, we must not forget the importance of the square in Mosset's work: if you placed the
three canvases on top of each other, the result would be an equilateral square. His work poses a challenge to
the notion of a programmatic response to a set of aesthetic problems that come out of an artist’s struggle. In
Mosset’s opinion, the personality is beside the point and a painting always exists for itself. This view contradicts
much of what we assume about art and authorship: “There is always a dialectic in the way | do things, there is
always a criticism of what | do. | try to contradict everything | do and that's what keeps me going because when
I'm not happy or even if I'm happy, | want to do it again, there's both repetition and contradiction. At the same
time, my work is what it is. It's up to everyone to decide what he or she want it to be”, he confirms.

His latest works favour polyptych and diptych, all composed of an assemblage of monochromes. Two
colours generally compose them and ensure their harmony. Their imposing format guarantees efficiency. Elegance
characterizes them. Their formal neutrality prohibits any comments. Thus, in his current production, Mosset has
not finished criticising the traditional rectangular painting format and so giving good artistic practice a hard time:
copies, diversions, appropriations, reworking, delegation recycling, tributes and movements are part of his work
and also help our interest in this incredibly surprising output—While his work tends to escape from historical
determinations, playing with our expectations and disrupting the rules, it can nonetheless give us an impression
of the perpetual mise en abyme that Olivier Mosset applies to his own work.

Michele Meyer
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"Das Optische Unbewusste/The Optical Unconscious", Kunst(Zeug)Haus, Rapperswil, Switzerland
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“Le Spectrarium”, Swiss Pavilion of Cité Internationale Universitaire de Paris, Paris, France
“Whitney Bienniale at the Park Avenue Armory”, Park Avenue Armory, New York, USA
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"MINIMALPOP”, Arti et Amicitae, Amsterdam, The Netherlands
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2003 "The DaimlerChrysler Collection”, Museum fiir Neue Kunst, Karlsruhe, Germany
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“Doubles”, Skopia Contemporary Art, Geneva, Switzerland
“Biennale Leuven 2001”, Stedeljik Museum, Leuven, Belgium
“Here and Now”, Zacheta Gallery of Contemporary Art, Warsaw, Poland
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“Then & Now”, Terrain, San Francisco, USA
“Gossweiler/Mosset”, Galerie im Trudelhaus, Baden, Switzerland
“Suite Substitute Ill: Swiss Challenge”, Hotel du Rhone, Geneva, Switzerland
“Regel und Abweichung”, Frankfurter Kunstverein, Frankfurt, Germany
“Freie Sicht aufs Mittelmeer”, Kunsthaus Zurich, Switzerland
“Dijon/Le Consortium. coll”, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris, France
“Ghosts”, Le Consortium, Dijon, France
“Paravents-Z”, Gallery Patrick Roy, Lausanne, Switzerland
1997 “Ne dites pas non!”, Modern and Contemporary Art Museum, Geneva, Switzerland
“Tapisseries recentes commandes publiques 1990-1996", Tapestry Museum, Aubusson, France
“Exposition edition”, Centre Genevois de gravure contemporaine, Geneva, Switzerland
“504 Zentrum flr Kunst”, Medien und Design, Braunschweig, Germany
“Magasin”, Grenoble National Contemporary Art Centre, Grenoble, France
“Regel und Abweichung”, Haus flr konstruktive und konkrete Kunst, Zurich, Switzerland
“Multiples”, Ecole de Beaux-Arts, Metz, France
1996 “Die Sammlung”, Museum fur Gegenwart Kunst, Zurich, Switzerland
“Sammlung R”, Haus fur konstruktive und konkrete Kunst, Zurich, Switzerland
“Spring Benefit”, The Sculpture Center, New York, USA
“Stilleben- Nature Morte”, Helmhaus, Zurich, Switzerland
“Gravures et multiples”, Centre Genevois de Gravure Contemporaine, Geneva, Switzerland
1995 “Passions Privees”, Modern Art Museum of the City of Paris, France
“Colour and Paint: Radikale Malerei aus Ostschweizer Privatbesitz”, Art Museum, St. Gallen, Switzerland
“Au rendez-vous de amis”, Collection A. L’Huillier, Contemporary Art Museum, Geneva, Switzerland
“Artistes Neuchatelois de Motiers '95”, Motiers, Switzerland
“Art en Plein Air”, Motiers, Switzerland
“Julian’s Show” (curated by Julian Pretto), Little John Contemporary Gallery, Milan, Italy
“Piece-Meublees” (curated by Bob Nickas), Gallery Jousse Seguin, Paris, France
“Estampes, Une Collection”, Eric Linard Editions, Strasbourg, France
1994 MAMCO, Geneva, Switzerland
“Hellraiser”, Commune di Monte carasso, Ticino, Switzerland
“Le quart d’heure amercain”, Espace FRAC, Dijon, France
“Paso Doble”, FAE, Pully, Switzerland
“Nasser Bouzid, Olivier Mosset”, Gallery Georges Verney-Carron, Lyon, France
“Ils collectionnent, le retour”, MAC: Contemporary Art Museum, Marseille, France
1993 “Intérieurs”, Contemporary Art Centre/ Museum Goya, Castres, France
“Coté a Coté”, Contemporary Art Centre, Fréjus, France
“Artschwager, Belcher, Grunfeld, Lawler, Marclay, Mosset, Noland”, St. Galerie, Paris, France
“Live in your Head” (curated by Robert Nickas), Hochschule fur angewandte Kunst, Vienna, Austria
“7 New York, Directions in Abstract Painting”, Amerika Haus, Berlin, Germany
“Une idée de I'art pendant les années70”, Modern Art Museum, St. Etienne, France
“200 oevres du Fonds National d’Art Contemporain”, Art Defense Space, Paris, France
“Et tous ils changent le monde”, ond Contemporary Art Biennale, Lyon, France
“A Grand Tour”, The Swiss Institute, New York, USA
“Espace libere”, Espace de I’Art Concret, Chateau de Mouans-Sartoux, France
“Swiss Vision”, D.P. Fong & Spratt Gallery San Jose, USA
“lan Anull, John Armleder, Remi dall’Aglio, Olivier Mosset”, The Swiss Institute, New York, NY, USA
“Angeli, Girke, Lerche, Marioni, Mosset, Umberg”, Contemporary Art Space, Sion, Switzerland.
“Filler”, Terrain, San Francisco, USA
“Supervision” (curated by Gunter Umberg), Raume fir neue Kunst, Cologne, Germany
“Espace libere”, Espace de I’Art Concret, Chateau de Mouans-Sartoux, France
“Le Return of the Cadavre Exquis de I’Art Concret”, The Drawing Center, New York, USA
1992 “Das offene Bild”, Westfallisches Landesmuseum fur Kunst, Minster, Germany
“Blanc-bleu-noir”, Institut Francais de Naples, Naples, Italy
“La Regard libere”, Espace de I'art concret, Mouans-Sartoux, France



“Behind Bars”, Thread Waxing Space, New York, USA
“More Songs about Building and Food”, Contemporary Art Centre, Martigny, Switzerland
“Peintures dans la ville”, Lugano, Switzerland
1991 “La Caravane Passe et...”, Contemporary Art Museum, Nice, France
“Extra Muros”, Musee Des Beaux-Arts, La Chaux-de-Fonds, Switzerland
Fine Arts Museum, Lausanne, Switzerland
Art and History Museum, Neuchétel, Switzerland
“Musée Reve”, Picasso Museum of Antibes, Antibes, France
“Selection”, FAE Contemporary Art Museum, Pully, Switzerland
“Extra Muros”, Modern Art Museum, St. Etienne, France
“Le carre liberé”, Espace de I’Art Concret, Mouans-Sartoux, France
“Dessin d’une collection”, Frac-Picardie, Gauchy, France
“John Armleder, Sylvie Fleury, Olivier Mosset”, Foundation Deutsch, Belmont-sur-Lausanne, Switzerland
“Voir et s’asseoir”, Espace de I'art concret, Mouans-Sartoux, France
“Dessin d’une collection, extrait I1”, FRAC-Picardie, Gauchy, France
“Le Consortium collectionne”, Chateau d’Oiron, Oiron, France
“Furk’Art 1991”, Furkapass, Switzerland
“John Armleder, Sylvie Fleury, Olivier Mosset”, Terrain, San Francisco, USA
1990 Museum fur Gestaltung, Zurich, Switzerland
“Queens 1990, circle”, The Queens Museum, Flushing, USA
“L’Aventure de I'Abstraction”, 1960-90 Collection J.P. Najar-Obrego Belmont-sur-Lausanne, Switzerland
“Um 1968”, Konkrete Utopien in Kunst und Gesellschaft, Stadtische Kunsthalle Diisseldorf, Germany
“Schweizer Kunst”, 1900-90, aus Schweizer Museen & 6ffentlichen Sammlungen, Kunsthaus Zug, Switzerland
“Echange de Procedés”, Sous-sol, Ecole superiéure d’Art Visuel, Geneva, Switzerland
“Le carré libéré”, Espace de I’Art concret, Mouans-Sartoux, France
1989 “NY Kunst, 12 Kunstlere fra Schweiz”, Louisiana Museum of Modern Art, Humlebaek, Denmark
“Prospekt '89”, Frankfurter Kunstverein und Schirn Kusthalle Frankfurt, Germany
“256 Farben & Basics on Form”, Stiftung fur Konstruktiv und Konkrete Kunst, Zurich, Switzerland
“Une autre affaire”, Le Consortium, Cinéma Eldorado, Dijon, France
“Biennale 1989, 60e exposition de la Société des Amis des Beaux Arts”, La Chaux-de-Fonds, Switzerland
“John McCracken, Olivier Mosset, Steven Westfall”, Terrain, San Francisco, USA
“Peintures 200/600 cm”, Marché Couvert, Montreux, Switzerland
“Jet Lag”, Turon Travel, New York, USA
“Aus des Sammlung Sybil Albers-Barrier Zurich”, Stiftung fur Konkrete, Reutlingen, Germany
“Exposition Suisse de Sculpture”, Motiers, Neuchatel, Switzerland
“Autour d’une passion”, Chateau de Fraisse-des Corbiéres, France
1988 “Schlaf der Vernunft”, Museum Fridericianum, Kassel, Germany
“From the Southern Cross-A View of World Art ¢. 1940-1980", The Bienniale of Sydney, Melbourne, Australia
“Olympiade des Art’s”, Museum of Modern Art, Seoul, South Korea
“Octobre des Arts. L’expérience du monochrome”, Saint-Pierre Contemporary Art Museum, Lyon, France
“Works/Concepts/Processes/Situations/Information”, Gallery Hans Meyer, Dusseldorf, Germany
1987 “Perverted By Language”, Hillwood Art Museum, New York, USA
1986 “Armleder / Federie / Mosset”, Kunsthalle, Zurich, Switzerland
“Tableaux abstraits”, Villa Arson, Nice, France
“Swiss Selection”, Gallery Beyeler, Basel, Switzerland

1984 “Radical Painting”, Williams College Art Museum, Williamstown, USA
“Prasenz der Farbe, Radical Painting”, Verein fir aktuelle Kunst, Oberhausen, Germany
1983 “Alberti / Malz / Mosset / Stamm”, 1708 E. Main, Richmond, USA
“L’art en France dans les années 60”, Art and Industrial Museum, Saint Etienne, France
1981 “The Times Square Show”, Times Square, New York Artists Space, New York, USA
1979 “Tendances de I'Art en France, 1968-1978", Modern Art Museum of the City of Paris, Paris, France
1978 “Abstraction Analytique, Fracture du Monochrome”, Modern Art Museum of the City of Paris, Paris, France
1977 “10e Biennale de Paris”, Palais de Tokyo, Modern Art Museum of the City of Paris, Paris, France
1976 “I Colori della Pittura”, Instituto Italo-Latino-Americano, Rome, Italy
1974 “L’Art au Présent”, Palais Galliéra, Paris, France
1968 Biennale de Lugano, Lugano, Switzerland
1967 “Manifestation n°1”, Modern Art Museum of the City of Paris, Paris, France

“Manifestation n°2”, Modern Art Museum of the City of Paris, Paris, France
“Manifestation n°3”, Decorative Arts Museum, Paris, France
“Manifestation n°4”, 5e Biennale de Paris, Modern Art Museum of the City of Paris, Paris, France
“Daniel Buren, Olivier Mosset, Niele Toroni (Manifestation n°5)”, former J. Gallery, Paris, France
1966 “Salon Comparaisons. Peinture / Sculpture”, Modern Art Museum of the City of Paris, Paris, France
“Manifestation n°0“, letter signed with Buren, Parmentier, Toroni, 500 copies sent to museums, galleries, ect.

public collections

Berardo Museum - Collection of Modern and Contemporary Art, Lisbon, Portugal
CAPC — Contemporary Art Museum, Bordeaux, France

CCNOA - Center for Contemporary Non-Objective Art, Brussels, Belgium

Centre Pompidou, Paris, France

Collezione Maramotti, Reggio Emilia, Italy

Daimler Contemporary, Berlin, Germany



Espace de I’art concret, Mouans Sartoux, France

FRAC - Bourgogne, Dijon, France

FRAC - Bretagne, Chateaugiron, France

FRAC - Limousin, Limoges, France

FRAC - Nord-Pas de Calais, Dunkerque, France

FRAC Poitou-Charentes - Angouléme, Angouléme, France

Kunstmuseum Bern, Bern, Switzerland

Kunstmuseum St. Gallen, St. Gallen, Switzerland

LaM - Lille Métropole musée d'art moderne, d'art contemporain et d'art brut, Villeneuve d'Ascq, France
Le Consortium, Dijon, France

MACBA - Museo de Arte Contemporéaneo de Buenos Aires, Buenos Aires, Argentina
MAC, Lyon Musée Cantonal des Beaux-Arts, Lausanne, Switzerland
MAMAC - Musee d’Art Moderne et d’Art Contemporain Nice, Nice, France
Migros Museum, Zurich, Switzerland

MOMA, New York, USA

Musée Cantonal des Beaux — Arts, Lausanne, Switzerland

Musée d'Art Contemporain Lyon, Lyon, France

Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris - MAM/ARC, Paris, France
Musée des Beaux Arts, La Chaux-De-Fonds, Switzerland

Museum Biedermann, Donaueschingen, Germany

Museum DKM, Duisburg, Germany

Norton Art Museum, West Palm Beach, USA

Queensland Art Gallery / Gallery of Modern Art, Brisbane, Australia
Rubell Family Collection, Miami, USA

Tucson Art Museum, Tucson, USA



